The Virginia Nonprofit Sector by unknown
Virginia’s nonprofit organizations represent a major social and economic resource
that contributes significantly to the vitality of our state. In every city and county you will
find nonprofits serving citizens, meeting needs, and addressing issues of community
concern.
This report summarizes the most recent available data on Virginia’s nonprofits and
illustrates the significant role this sector plays. Much attention is given to the
condition of government and business in the Commonwealth, but let’s not forget that
nonprofits fill a critical role as a third and independent sector. The primary source for
this data are fiscal year annual reports filed with the IRS by charitable nonprofits with
over $25,000 in gross annual receipts.  The data in this report was released in June
2007 by the National Center for Charitable Statistics. Data is based on information
from 2006 IRS Form 990 filings, detailing 2005 activities.
Through this report we aim to build awareness about the vital role nonprofits play and
to educate policymakers, the media, and the public about charitable giving in Virginia.
Some highlights of this report are:
There were 8,941 reporting charitable nonprofits, as designated by Section
501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, in Virginia in 2005.
The 1,354 foundations in Virginia held $7.0 billion in assets and gave $357
million in grants.
In 2005, the average charitable deduction for itemizing taxpayers in Virginia
was $3,650—about 6.0% of their incomes. Both of these figures were slightly
below the national averages.
Yet these numbers don’t tell the whole story. In addition to the reporting 501(c)(3)s,
there are 12,987 organizations not required to file, including booster clubs, local
PTAs, youth soccer, Little League, and numerous other small organizations that are
active in our communities but whose limited finances exempt them from the IRS
reporting requirement.
Charitable nonprofits benefit us in ways that can’t easily be quantified. They are tools
for community building, fostering civil society, and strengthening our social fabric, and
are essential to improving the quality of life in the Commonwealth. Virginians have
and will continue to place their trust in the responsiveness, performance, and quality
of services provided by these organizations. The Virginia Network of Nonprofit
Organizations is pleased to present this report, in collaboration with the National
Council of Nonprofit Associations, to promote better understanding and appreciation
of our state’s nonprofit community.
Deborah Barfield Williamson
Executive Director


































The Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations is a proud member of NCNA, the network
of state and regional associations of nonprofits serving over 20,000 members.
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In 2005, there were 8,941 reporting charitable
nonprofits that were tax-exempt under Section
501(c)(3) of the IRS code. Private foundations
are not included but are discussed on page six.
Religious congregations are not required to
report and are also not included (Fig. 1).
Reporting charitable nonprofits in Virginia had
$26.8 billion in expenditures in 2005.
The value of assets held reached $61.0 billion in
2005, which is a 175% increase from $22.2
billion reported in 1995 (Fig. 1).
Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in
Virginia, 1995-2005
FIGURE 1
FIGURE 2 The Virginia
Nonprofit Sector, 2005






























































































































24,140 organizations (including charitable
nonprofits and private foundations) are
registered as tax exempt under 501(c)(3), but
only 10,838 (45%) are required to file an
annual report with the IRS because they meet
the filing requirement of over $25,000 in gross
receipts (Fig. 2). There may also be charitable
nonprofits that are registered but no longer
exist.
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FIGURE 3
Organizations in the Religion Related/Spiritual Development field make up 6% of reporting nonprofits.
However, religiously-affiliated charitable nonprofits that provide specific programs, such as mental health
services or day care, are placed with organizations providing similar services, not under the Religion Related
heading.

























Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics, Urban Institute
Human service organizations make up the largest proportion of Virginia’s reporting charitable nonprofits
(31%). They provide a broad spectrum of services including youth development, disaster relief, housing
services, and family support (Fig. 3).
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FIGURE 4
In 2005, Virginia nonprofit hospitals
represented only 1.2% of total reporting
charitable nonprofits, but they had
31.5% of expenditures and 23.3% of the
total assets (Fig. 4).
Human service organizations, representing
approximately one third (31.7%) of the total
number, had only 13.4% of the total expendi-
tures and 11.4% of the total assets (Fig. 4).
Number, Expenditures, Assets, and Revenues of Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Virginia
by Field, 2005
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FIGURE 5 Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in Virginia by City and/or County, 2005
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There were a total of 1,354
foundations in Virginia in 2005
(Fig. 6).
The total assets of Virginia
foundations were over $7
billion and their giving totaled
over $357 million (Fig. 6).
The 1,354 foundations in
Virginia represented 1.9% of all
foundations in the United
States in 2005 (Fig. 6).
The ten largest foundations in
Virginia had over $3.1 billion in
assets (Fig. 7).
The ten largest foundations in
Virginia gave over $107 million




Overview of Virginia Foundations, 2005
Top 10 Virginia Foundations by Total Giving, 2005
Top 10 Virginia Foundations by Assets, 2005





independent grantmakers with ties
to corporation benefactors.
Operating foundations conduct
research, provide a direct service,
and make few grants.
Community foundations pool
donations and make grants, usually
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The average charitable contribution of those
who itemized deductions was $3,650 in
Virginia in 2005 (Fig. 10).
The percent of income contributed by these
Virginia itemizers was 6.0%, below the
national average of 6.9% (Fig. 11).
FIGURE 10 Average Charitable Contribution
of Itemizers, 2005
FIGURE 11 Percent of Income Contributed by
Itemizers, 2005
For more information, see
Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations (www.vanno.org)
National Council of Nonprofit Associations (www.ncna.org)
National Center for Charitable Statistics at the Urban Institute (www.nccs.urban.org)
Foundation Center (www.fdncenter.org);
NOTE: The data in this report was released in June 2007 by the National Center for Charitable Statistics. Data is based on information
from 2006 IRS Form 990 filings, detailing 2005 activities.
FIGURE 9
In 2005, only 6% of reporting charitable
nonprofits (554 organizations) had annual
expenditures greater than $5 million. These
organizations accounted for 77% of total assets
and 87% of total expenditures (Fig. 9).
In contrast, 83% (7,379 organizations) had
annual expenditures under $1 million (Fig. 9).
Not reflected in Figure 9 are the 12,987 small
charitable nonprofits (57% of Virginia nonprofits)
registered with the IRS but not required to file
IRS Form 990. This includes organizations such
as youth sports leagues, rescue squads, and
other small groups.
Reporting Charitable Nonprofits in
Virginia by Expenditure Level, 2005
Virginia Nonprofit SectorThe
Founded in 2004, the Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations connects nonprofits to advance effective
practices and enhance their ability to meet the diverse needs of communities throughout the Commonwealth.
VANNO’s activities are designed to:
      maximize access to information, training, and product discounts
      disseminate best practices in management and governance
      promote ethical and accountable activity
      encourage understanding of and engagement in public policy
      communicate the value of the sector to key stakeholders.
Membership in VANNO is open to any 501 (c) organization in Virginia, regardless of size or mission. Affiliate
membership is also available to businesses, consultants and other individuals concerned with strengthening
and supporting the nonprofit sector. For more information, please visit our website at www.vanno.org
About the Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations
Mark Cruise, Free Clinic Solutions, LLC - Chair
(Richmond)
Mary B. Agee, Northern Virginia Family Services - Vice Chair
(Fairfax)
Bert Schmidt, WHRO - Secretary
(Norfolk)
D. Allen Perkins, CPA, PLC - Treasurer
(Richmond)
Amy Campbell, Bloom Consulting
(Arlington)
Marcus Cox, Wachovia Bank
(Richmond)
J. William Gray, Jr., Hunton & Williams
(Richmond)
Kristin R. Lindsey, Council on Foundations
(Washington, DC)
Elizabeth Lloyd, Volunteer Hampton Roads
(Norfolk)
Teri McNally, Community Foundation of the
Rappahannock River Region
(Fredericksburg)
Susan Sanow, Center for Nonprofit Advancement
(Washington, DC)
Dr. Max Stephenson, Jr., Virginia Tech
(Blacksburg)
Peter Thompson, Senior Center, Inc.
(Charlottesville)
Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations
Board of Directors
8,941 501(c)3 charitable nonprofits (not including foundations or religious congregations) were
large enough to file IRS Form 990 in 2005, reporting more than $25,000 in annual revenue.
Expenditures by reporting charitable nonprofits totaled $26.8 billion and total assets were $61.0
billion in 2005.
The 1,354 foundations in Virginia held over $7 billion in assets and gave over $357 million in
grants.
Report Highlights
Virginia Network of Nonprofit Organizations (VANNO)
1108 East Main Street, Suite 1200 Richmond, VA  23219
804-565-9871     info@vanno.org
